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Friday, August 26, 2022 

 

Dear Residents and Friends of Shorewood, 

 

The recovery from the July 19th fire has now stretched into a five and one-half week period of frustration for many of 

us.   I don’t think any of us predicted the long duration of time to clean up this incident.   I have received a good 

number of emails and phone calls that universally express disappointment and in some cases anger at the state of 

affairs.  I do however have some good news.  Two days ago, Mayor DeBold and our area partners met with a number 

of state agencies.  We were pleased at the level of cooperation and the decisions from that meeting have yielded some 

actionable decisions.    

 

First, the Troy Fire Department and the environmental recovery contractor worked on the Tri County site a good 

portion of the day yesterday.  The contractor pulled apart the smoldering materials after which the Troy Fire 

Department doused the hot spots with water or encapsulating foam to extinguish the remaining hotspots.   As of this 

morning, Chief Doyle reported that he believes the fire is fully extinguished.    We have seen no smoke or hotspots 

since the activity yesterday but if any appear, the Troy Fire Department will respond to address those. 

 

Second, now that the fire is out, the environmental recovery contractor is working with the property owner and 

insurance company on the disposal of the materials from the site.  This has been far more complicated than I expected 

hence the involvement of the US EPA, the IL EPA, the Illinois and Will County Emergency Management Agencies 

and the Illinois Department of Agriculture.  I do not have a timeframe for when the Tri County site will be cleared, 

but I can assure you that people are working on addressing that issue as I type. 

 

Third, the tanks on the roadways in Saddlebrook and Rollingwood will soon be gone.    The decisions made at the 

meeting on Wednesday have resulted in actionable plans.  We believe operations will commence on Monday to empty 

the tanks, move them and return our roads to normal.  When we asked about how long until the roadways are open we 

were told about a week and we will follow up on that with the contractor doing the work to do all we can to expedite 

this process. 

 

Fourth, we continue to refer questions about water quality to the Illinois EPA.  The best contact to use for those 

questions is: 

 

Barb Lieberodff - ILEPA Office of Community Relations 217-524-3038 barb.lieberoff@illinois.gov   

 

We have been told that water quality in samples from the Edgewater and Rollingwood ponds as late as mid-August  

have returned favorably with contamination levels below the thresholds for concern for water quality standards or 

concern for aquatic life.  The levels for the herbicide 2,4-D (which used to control broadleaf weeds) is still a concern 

in the Saddlebrook neighborhood but the test results show improvement over time.  We continue to work with the 

contractor and the IL EPA on this issue.   Please remember testing takes much longer than we expected.   

 

Out of an abundance of caution, we maintain our request that people refrain from recreating at these pond areas until 

after all of the recovery activity has ended and we have more testing to ensure the improving trends continue.   The 

Mayor, Village Board, and our staff and partners appreciate the patience and cooperation of everyone affected by this 

ongoing event.   

 

 

Respectfully, 

Aaron G. Klima 

Village Administrator 
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