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Village of Shorewood Awarded OSLAD Grant in the amount of $600,000 for 

River’s Edge Park Project 
 
 
Shorewood, IL – On March 1, 2023, the Village of Shorewood was awarded a $600,000 state 
grant from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources as part of the Open Space Land 
Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) program. 
 
The OSLAD program is a cost-sharing initiative between the state and local governments 
designed to help local park projects throughout Illinois. This year, nearly $60 million in grants 
were awarded to 118 local parks throughout Illinois, marking the largest round of grant awards in 
the 36-year history of the program. 
 
"The OSLAD grant award gives the Village an opportunity to continue developing River's Edge 
Park," said Mayor “CC” DeBold. "I’m excited to continue our progress on the 32-acre project for 
the community." 
 
The Village will use the $600,000 OSLAD grant and $600,000 in required matching funds 
toward the first phase of the River’s Edge Park Master Plan. The first phase includes trails on the 
western part of the site, river access, the beginning phase of a playground, volleyball courts, and 
a parking lot. 
 
The Village Board of Trustees approved the 32-acre River’s Edge Park Master Plan on 
September 13, 2022. The planning process began in June 2022, when Village staff engaged with 
Shorewood residents at summer events and solicited input on the plan. 
 
A consultant constructed a draft of the plan based on community feedback. The draft plan 
received largely positive feedback from the public at a Village staff-led pop-up at a Party in the 
Park on August 18, 2022. The consultant further refined the draft plan based on community 
suggestions. 
 
The River's Edge Park is a community park located in the River Crossing subdivision and will 
have uses ranging from kayak access, a playground with a zipline and ninja course, an extensive 
trail with mile marker, and more. The concept plan can be found here: River’s Edge Park Master 
Plan. 
 
 

https://vil.shorewood.il.us/News/concept-VOS%20River%20Edge%20Park%20MP%2020220901%20low.pdf
https://vil.shorewood.il.us/News/concept-VOS%20River%20Edge%20Park%20MP%2020220901%20low.pdf

